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I will remind the main physics motivations for the study of heavy
ion collisions at relativistic energies [1]. After a brief review of the
heavy ion experiments at SPS and RHIC, I will focus on the heavy
ion program at LHC (CERN, Switzerland). ALICE [2], the only ex-
periment at LHC specially designed for the heavy ion physics, will be
presented. Special attention will be paid to its physics program. Then
first data in proton-proton collisions at 7 TeV will be presented [3].
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